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Welcome! 

Discovering NCC ● 101 

Getting Connected to Christ and the Church 

 

Thank you for coming today!  We're very glad that you have chosen to find out more about Nicholson Christian Church.  Here's what 

we hope to provide for you through this class: 

 

 We want to give you real, honest answers to your questions about Jesus and the church. 

 We want to give you an opportunity to begin or strengthen your relationship with Jesus. 

 We want to give you a chance to connect with other people on the same journey. 

 

This class is the basic introduction to our church family and the process of becoming a disciple of Jesus.  We have members from 

many different church backgrounds and experiences.  This class was designed to clearly explain who and what our church family is.  

 

Discovering NCC - 101 is divided into three interactive, fast-paced parts: 

 

1.  Salvation Issues - My relationship with Jesus 

 What does it mean to be Christian? 

 Why do we practice baptism and the Lord's Supper as we do? 

2.  Strategic Issues - My Relationship with God's Purpose 

 What are we trying to do? 

 How are we trying to do it? 

3.  Structure Issues - My Relationship with God's People 

 What do we believe? 

 How are we structured? 

 

Our goal is to help you on your faith journey.  We hope you are here today because you are considering beginning or strengthening 

your relationship with Jesus, His purpose for your life and His people.  We want your decisions and commitments to be informed and 

considered actions. 

 

Key Truths - The Basis For This Class 

"You are citizens along with all of God's holy people.  You are members of God's family."  Ephesians 2:19 (NLT) 

 

1.  The church is a ___community__________________________________________. 

2.  God expects you to be __citizen___________________________________ of his community. 

3.  The church is a ______family_______________________________________. 

4.  God expects you to be a _____member________________________________ of a church family. 

5.  A Christian without a church community or family is ______an orphan_______________________. 

 

The Goal of This Class 

 

That I will connect and commit myself to ___Jesus___________________and to the_____church______________. 

 

 You will be given opportunity to participate in these commitments at the end of our session.  Please feel free to ask any 

questions that you may have during our time together.  
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Part One 

My Relationship With Jesus 
Wherever the river flows, it will bring life.  Ezekiel 47:9 God’s Word 

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

The Apostle Paul said, 

 

 Jesus is the only one who can save people.  His authority is the only power given to the world by 

which it can be saved. 

Acts 4:12 Simple English Bible 

 

 

 So now, through faith in Christ, we are made right with God... So you are all children of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus.  All who have been united with Christ in baptism have been made like him.  There is no 

longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male or female.  For you are all Christians - you are one in Christ Jesus. 

 

Galatians 3:24-28 New Living Translation 
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRIST FOLLOWER? 
 

Many people live their entire lives without ever knowing why they exist.  They have no idea of God's purpose for their lives.  The 

most basic question a person can ask is "What is the meaning of my life?  Why am I here?" 

 

Everyone wants to be happy.  Have you noticed the ways in which people try to find happiness? 

 

 ..........some look for happiness by acquiring possessions. 

 ..........some look for happiness by experiencing pleasure. 

 ..........some look for happiness by gaining power or prestige. 

 

But real happiness comes from understanding my ___________purpose__________________________. 

 

WHY AM I HERE? 
 

1.  GOD MADE ME TO ______love_____________________ ME! 

 

 God says, "I have loved us with an everlasting love!" Jeremiah 31:3 

  

 "Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be His through our union with Christ...because of His love,   

 God had already decided that through Jesus Christ He would make us His children - this was God's pleasure and purpose." 

            Ephesians 1:4, 5 GN 

 

2.  WE WERE CREATED TO ________enjoy__________________________________ A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND 

TO _________manage____________________________________GOD'S EARTHLY CREATION!  THIS DOES MAKE US SPECIAL! 

 

 "So God created human beings, making them in His image.  He blessed them, and said, ....live all over the earth and bring it 

under control.   I am putting you in charge. "   Genesis 1:27, 28 LB 

 

 " ....God, who generously gives us everything for our enjoyment."   1 Timothy 6:17 Phillips 

 

 Jesus said, "I have come that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance - to the full, till it overflows."  

           John 10:10 (Amplified) 

 

3.  WHEN WE KNOW AND LOVE GOD AND LIVE IN HARMONY WITH HIS PURPOSE FOR US, IT PRODUCES TREMENDOUS 

benefits/blessings_________________. 

 

 

Clear Conscience 
Romans 8:1 

Life & Peace 
Romans 8:6 

Help with Weakness 
Romans 8:26 

Purpose 
Romans 8:28 

Confidence 
Romans 8:31 

Security 
Romans 8:39 

Power & Strength 
Philippians 4:13 

Fulfillment 
Philippians 4:19 

Freedom 
John 8:32, 36 

 

 

If this is the kind of lifestyle God intends for us to live, why aren't most people really happy? 
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WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 
 

 

1.  MAN HAS A NATURAL DESIRE TO ____rebel__________________________ AND TO IGNORE GOD'S PRINCIPLES FOR LIVING. 

 

  Ever heard these statements before? 

 

 Look out for #1.  Do your own thing 

 If it feels good, do it!  Who cares what God says about it? 

 It's my life.  I'll do what I please. 

 

2.  THE BIBLE CALLS THIS ATTITUDE ___sin________________________________. 

 

 "All of us like sheep have gone astray, and each of us has turned to his own way."  Isaiah 53:6 

 

 "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."  Romans 3:23 

 

 "If we refuse to admit that we are sinners, then we live in a world of illusion and truth becomes a stranger to us." 

           I John 1:8, Phillips 

 

3.  OUR SIN MAKES US _____guilty____________________________AND _______sick________________________. 

 

Sin breaks our close relationship with God.  By definition sin is lawbreaking.  It causes us to fear God and try to live our lives outside 

of His will.  

 

"Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness."  1 John 4:2 

 

"But there is a problem - your sins have cut you off from God."  Isaiah 59:2 NLT 

 

"And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you used to walk."  Ephesians 2: 1-2 

 

When our relationship to God is not right, it causes PROBLEMS in every area of our lives.  It affects our marriage, career, 

relationships, finances, etc. 

 

 

WHAT IS THE SOLUTION? 
 

1.  WHEN PEOPLE HAVE PROBLEMS THEY WILL SEARCH ALMOST EVERYWHERE BEFORE TURNING TO GOD.  

 

"There is a way that seems ___right_________________ to a man, but in the end it leads to _death_______________." 

           Proverbs 16:25 

 

Even when we know that our deepest need will be met in God, we often 

try the wrong way to start that relationship: 

 "My mother was a Christian, so...." 

 "It doesn't matter what you believe, just be sincere." 

 "I'm working at giving up my bad habits." 

 "I do some pretty good deeds in this community." 

 "I am religious as the next guy." 
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2.  JESUS HAS ALREADY TAKEN CARE OF YOUR SIN PROBLEM! 

 

Jesus Christ said, "I AM THE WAY, the Truth and the Life.  No one come to the Father, except THROUGH ME!"  John 14:6 

 

God, Himself, came to earth as a human being to bring us back to Himself.  If any other way worked, Jesus Christ would not have had 

to come.  The Way is through the Son of Man, Jesus. 

 

"The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."  Romans 6:23 

 

3.  GOD DID THIS BECAUSE HE ____loves______________ US AND..... 

 

"God demonstrates his own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."  Romans 5:8 

 

"God is on one side and all people are on the other side, and Christ Jesus is between them to bring them together, by giving His life 

for all mankind." 1 Timothy 2:5 (LB) 

 

HE WANTS US TO KNOW HIM! 

 

The Apostle John wrote, "Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that by believing you may have life in his 

name."   John 20: 30, 31 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote, "I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes." 

            Romans 1:16 

 

God has done his part to restore our relationship to Him.  He took the initiative.  He offers us the gift of salvation.  "For it is by grace 

that you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so than no one can boast.  

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared."   Ephesians 2:8-10.  

 

GOD HAS PROVIDED THE WAY OF SALVATION! 

 

 

WHAT DOES GOD WANT ME TO DO ABOUT MY PROBLEM? 

 

1. _____Admit_____________________THAT GOD HAS NOT BEEN FIRST PLACE IN YOUR LIFE AND ASK HIM TO FORGIVE YOUR 

SINS. 

 

Jesus tells us, "Unless you repent you too will all perish."  Luke 13:5 

 

"Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven."  Acts 2:38 

 

2.  ____Confess______________________THAT JESUS DIED TO PAY FOR YOUR SINS AND THAT HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE GRAVE 

AND IS ALIVE TODAY. 

 

"If you confess that Jesus is your Lord and you believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. " 

            Romans 10:9 

 

Jesus said, "Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before my Father who is in heaven.  But 

whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before my Father who is in heaven."  Matthew 10:32-33 NAS 
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3.  _____Accept__________________________GOD'S FREE GIFT OF SALVATION.  DON'T TRY TO EARN IT. 

 

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one 

can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

4.  ____Receive_____________________________JESUS CHRIST BY INVITING HIM INTO YOUR LIFE AND ASKING HIM TO BE THE 

DIRECTOR, LEADER, "LORD" OF YOUR LIFE. 

 

"To all who receive Him, He gives you the right to become children of God.  We need to trust Him to save us.  You receive Him 

through obedient faith and are reborn not physically, but spiritually by the will of God." 1 John 1:12-13 LB 

 

5.  __Demonstrate_____________________ YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF GOD'S GIFT OF SALVATION BE BEING IMMERSED AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE AS JESUS MODELED AND COMMANDED. 

 

Jesus commanded this, saying: "Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit..."  Matthew 28:19 

 

"You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves in Christ." 

            Galatians 3:26-27 

 

Have you accepted God's gift of salvation through Jesus Christ? 

Remember, being saved is not a feeling.  It is a gift of God given to you as a result of your faith.   

 

HOW IS OUR SALVATION ACCOMPLISHED? 
 

Two brief passages, Ephesians 2:8-10 and Colossians 2:12-13 teach us the way of salvation.  God's Word makes it very clear that we 

are saved by grace.  Salvation is the free gift of God.  But, unfortunately not everyone wants the gift.  A gift is not a gift unless it is 

received and accepted.  Salvation is accomplished when we receive the gift God offers.  Many "formulas" have been used to 

describe God's offer of salvation.  Let's take a summary look at God's gracious offer and our response by using the "formula" 

outlined in Ephesians 2:8-10 and its parallel passage in Colossians 2:12-13. 

 

 What is a zombie? 

 Saved from what?    

 

1.  WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE.  "For by grace you are saved..." Ephesians 2:8 

 

Grace is the ___basis_________________of salvation.  Grace = __________salvation____________________________ 

 

Grace keeps the spotlight where it belongs, on God's work.  Salvation is not something we earn (law), but something we receive 

(grace) as a gift.  Law gives you what you deserve.  It is always fair.  Grace gives you what Jesus deserves.  It is more than fair! 

 

The principles of law:       The principles of grace: 

  

Keep the law, escape the penalty. 
  
Break the law, suffer the penalty. 

 Keep the law, but suffer the penalty. 
 
Break the law, but escape the penalty 

 

"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God." 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

G- __od's_____ R - ___iches__ A - __t________ C- hrist's__________ E - xpense_______ 
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2.  WE ARE SAVED THROUGH FAITH. "...through faith..." Ephesians 2: 8-9 

 
Faith is the ____means___________________________ of salvation.  Faith is man's response to God's grace. 

 
Faith = ___belief_______________________ + ____trust___________________________. 

 

"So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith.  Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and 

that he rewards those who sincerely seek him."  Hebrews 11:6 NLT 

 

Faith is an attitude that says, "God I trust you and want to receive this gift, the reward, you want to give."  The essence of faith is 

taking God at His word.  It is trusting God's specific promises concerning our salvation.  Genuine fine will involve repentance and 

hatred of sin.   

 
 

3.  WE ARE SAVED IN BAPTISM.  Colossians 2:12-13 

 
"For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized.  And with him you were raised to a new life because you trusted the 

mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead.  When you were dead in your sins and in the circumcision of your sinful 

nature, God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all our sins."  Colossians 2:12-13 

 
Baptism is the ordinary _occasion____________ of salvation.  

 
The teaching of scripture is that the person who trusts Jesus appeal for and is sure of receiving the gift of God's grace in Christian 

baptism. 

 
"And this is a picture of baptism, which now saves you by the power of Jesus Christ's resurrection.  Baptism is not a removal of dirt 

from your body; it is an appeal to God for a clean conscience."  1 Peter 3:21 

 

Grace is the basis, faith is the means, but baptism is the ordinary occasion when salvation is initially given.  Every event needs an 

occasion.  Baptism is the point in time when God works His work, fulfills his promises, and credits Christ's benefits to us. 

 
Colossians 2:12-13 teaches three things occur in baptism. 

 

 We are united with Jesus 

 We are made alive 

 Our sins are forgiven 

 

Baptism is consistent with grace.  It is not our work, it is God's work.  In baptism we are simply declaring and demonstrating our trust 

in Jesus and the power of his resurrection.  We are appealing for and seeking the benefits and rewards given to those who seek God 

by trusting Christ.   

 

If we are saved by grace, through faith, and in baptism then how do works of Christian obedience fit into the picture?  Paul gives us 

the answer. 

 

4.  WE ARE SAVED FOR GOOD WORKS.  "...not by works, so than no one can boast.  For we are God's workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works."  Ephesians 2:10 

 

Works are the  ___result___________________________ of salvation. 

 

"... be even more careful to put into action God's saving work in your lives, obeying God with deep reverence and fear." 

             Philippians 2:13 NLT 
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We are saved for not by good works.  No amount of good works can overcome the fact that we have broken God's law and become 

sinners.  If good works could save us the death of Christ was unnecessary.  However, the lifetime of good works is the natural 

response of people who love God for what they received as the gift of grace.  When we understand what God has done, love, not 

fear is our motive.  

 

God has done His part to restore our relationship to Him.  He took the initiative. 

He has offered us the gift of salvation.  How have you responded?  

 

WHY DO WE PRACTICE BAPTISM AND COMMUNION? 
 

Baptism and the Lord's Supper are wonderful gifts from God.  Baptism by immersion is typically a once in a lifetime initiation event 

celebrating and marking the beginning of the Christian life.  Communion is a once a week continuation event celebrating the work of 

Jesus and reminding us of our continuing need for him. 

 

Since the time of the writing of the New Testament several different practices regarding baptism and the Lord's Supper have been 

introduced into churches.  Sometimes this creates questions and confusion.  It is important to review what the Bible teaches and to 

act according to God's Word.  

 

QUESTIONS ABOUT BAPTISM 
 

WHY SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED? 

 

1.  TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE SET BY ___Jesus____________________________. 

 

 "At the time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river." Mark 1:9 

 

2.  BECAUSE ___Jesus__________ COMMANDS IT. 

 

 "Jesus said, 'Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the 

 Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you." Matthew 28:19-20 

 

3.  IT DEMONSTRATES THAT I REALLY AM A ____Christian___________________. 

 

 "...many of the people who heard him believed and were baptized." Acts 18:8 

 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM? 

 

1.  IT ILLUSTRATES THE GOSPEL, THE ___Death__________________ AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST. 

 

 "Christ died for our sins ... He was buried....and He rose again." 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

 

 "For when you baptized, you were buried with Christ and in baptism you were also raised with Christ." Colossians 2:12 

 

 "Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  ...we will certainly also 

 be united with him in his resurrection."  Romans 6:3-5 

 

2.  IT ASSURES ME OF THE CLEANSING _______forgiveness__________________ OF MY SINS.  

 

 "And now, what are you waiting for?  Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on His name." Acts 22:16 

 



Discovering NCC • Enter 101        9 
 

 "And this is a picture of baptism, which now saves you by the power of Jesus Christ's resurrection.  Baptism is not a removal 

 of dirt from your body; it is an appeal to God for a clean conscience."  1 Peter 3:21 NLT 

 

 

3.  IT ILLUSTRATES MY ____new life________________________ AS A CHRISTIAN. 

 

"When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside.  The old life has passed away and a new life has 

begun!" 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

"We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” Romans 6:4 

 

4.  IT MARKS MY _____union__________________ WITH CHRIST. 

 

"For all of you who were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ."  Galatians 3:27 

 

WHY BE BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION? 

 

1.  BECAUSE ___Jesus_______________________________  WAS BAPTIZED THAT WAY. 

 

"...as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water."  Matthew 3:16 

 

2.  EVERY BAPTISM IN THE __Bible__________________________WAS BY IMMERSION. 

 

"...Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of the water....."  Acts 8:38, 39 

 

3.  THE NEW TESTAMENT WORD "BAPTIZE" MEANS TO ___plunge________  ______under____________ WATER.  

 

The Greek word baptizo means "to immerse or dip under the water." 

 

4.  IT BEST SYMBOLIZES A BURIAL AND RESURRECTION! 

 

Look at what the great leaders and commentators say: 

 

 Martin Luther: "I would have those who are baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word imparts." 

 John Calvin: "The word 'baptize' signifies to immerse. It is certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient church." 

 John Wesley:  "Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the first church." 

 

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 

 

1.  EVERY PERSON WHO HAS ___believed_____________________________ IN CHRIST. 

 

"Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized."  Acts 2:41 

 

"Simon himself believed and was baptized..." Acts 8:12 

 

"But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News...and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 

women."  Acts 8:12 

 

"Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved."  Mark 16:16 
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2.  WHAT ABOUT OUR CHILDREN? 

 

At Nicholson Christian Church we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand the need to accept Jesus as 

Savior before baptizing them.  Baptism in the Bible was only for those old enough to believe. 

 

We recognize some churches practice a baptism of confirmation or "christening" of children.  This ceremony is intended to be a 

covenant between the parents and God on behalf of the child.  Parents promise to raise the child in the faith until the child is old 

enough to make a personal decision to accept and confess Christ.  This custom was initiated about 300 years after the Bible was 

completed.  Infant baptism is a testimony to the faith of parents, but we must each come to God by means of our own personal 

faith. 

 

At NCC, we ask every person who wants to be a member in our congregation to be baptized by immersion as Jesus modeled and 

commanded as a personal choice, even though many of us were "christened" or confirmed as children.  

 

WHEN SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED? 

 

AS SOON AS YOU BELIEVE! 

 

"Those who believed.....were baptized....that day."  Acts 2:41 

 

"Then Philip began with the scripture and told him the Good News about Jesus.  As they traveled along the road, they came to some 

water, and the man said, 'Look, here is water! Why shouldn't I be baptized right now?'  Philip said, 'If you believe with all your heart, 

you may.'  The man answered, 'I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.'  So they went down into the water and Philip baptized 

him."  Acts 8:35-38 

 

"At that hour of the night....immediately he and all his family were baptized."  Acts 16:33 

 

There is no reason to delay.  As soon as you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, you may be baptized.  If you 

wait until you are "perfect," you will never feel "good enough" to be baptized.  Baptism is for the believer, not the perfect.  Baptisms 

can be performed on any day of the week and we will gladly arrange for your baptism whenever you desire it.  

 

CAN MY FAMILY BE BAPTIZED TOGETHER? 

 

Yes! - If each family member understands and trusts in Jesus Christ as their Savior.  We encourage families who come to faith 

together to be baptized together as a witness of their common unity in Christ.  Young children should be encouraged and 

questioned to be sure they understand and really are ready to trust Christ.  

 

It is important to remember that baptism is a personal statement of faith, not a family tradition.  It is usually not wise to delay your 

baptism while waiting on other family members to accept and follow Jesus.  This puts undue pressure on them and delays your own 

response to God's will. 

 

WHERE SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED? 

 

Any suitable place where there is enough water will do.  Our baptistery at church is ready right now and always available.  Our 

church building has changing rooms, baptismal robes, short, shirts and towels available for use.  Swimming pools, hot tubs, rivers 

and ponds can also be used.  It is a great witness for the Kingdom to be baptized before others but not required.  
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WHO CAN BAPTIZE ME? 

 

Any Christian can baptize.  There is no Scriptural direction or difference between "clergy and laity."  If you have led a person to 

Christ, we encourage you to perform that baptism.  Of course, the staff ministers are available to perform baptisms for any believer.  

All our staff and pastors can perform baptisms and work with special circumstances. 

 

WILL I HAVE TO SAY ANYTHING? 

 

No.  If you have already confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, you have said it all.  Baptism itself is a 

testimony.  The one performing the baptism will probably make some statements or share scriptures with you and ask you if you are 

trusting Christ.  Then you will be baptized into Christ, in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Later you will receive a 

Baptism Certificate.  If you are aware of your baptism in advance, we encourage you to invite your friends. 

 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LORD'S SUPPER 
 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE LORD'S SUPPER? 

 

Jesus never asked His disciples to remember his birth.  But He did instruct them to remember His death and resurrection.  He gave 

the church two visible reminders of the gospel, His death and resurrection.  The first is baptism, the initiation event of the Christian 

life.  The second is the Lord's Supper, the continuing reminder of our relationship with Christ and one another.  

 

WHAT IS THE LORD'S SUPPER?  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 

1.  It is a ___simple act_________________________. 

      "The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread....” 1 Corinthians 11:23 

 

2.  It is a _______reminder________________________. 

      "...and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, 'This is my body, which is for you; eat it in remembrance of me."   

       1 Corinthians 11:24  

 

3.  It is a ______relationship/symbol_______________. 

      "In the same way, he took the cup, saying 'This cup is the new covenant in my blood; drink it to remember me."   

         1 Corinthians 11:25 

 

4.  It is a _______testimony_______________________. 

      "For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes back.”  1 Corinthians 11:26 

 

WHO SHOULD TAKE THE LORD'S SUPPER? 

 

Those who ___trust______________________________ in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

 

"For if anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment upon himself."  

 1 Corinthians 11:29 
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HOW DO I PREPARE MYSELF FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER? 

 

"Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and 

the blood of the Lord.  A person ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup."  

 1 Corinthians 11:27, 28. 

 

 

 

SELF-EXAMINATION 
Psalm 129:33 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
1 John 1:9 

RECOMMITMENT 
Romans 12:1 

RESTORE RELATIONSHIPS 
Matthew 5:23,24 

 

 

 

WHEN AND HOW OFTEN SHOULD WE OBSERVE THE LORD'S SUPPER? 

 

Jesus never said how often believers should observe the Lord's Supper.  The Christians in the New Testament observed it every time 

they came together for the Lord's Day.  That's why, at NCC, we partake of the Lord's Supper every weekend.  It is a regular reminder 

of fellowship with Christ and the unity we have in Christ.  
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Part Two 

My Relationship with God's Purpose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Apostle Paul said, 

 

 I plead with you to be of one mind, united in thought and purpose. 

 

       1 Corinthians 1:10 New Living Translation 

         

 

 

 I have been all things to all sorts of people that by every possible means I might win some to God.  I 

do all of this for the sake of the Good News. 

       

       1 Corinthians 9:22, 23 Phillips 
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WHAT ARE WE TRYING TO DO? 
 

SO WHY DO WE EXIST AS A CHURCH? 

 

Every church is driven by something.  What is driving Nicholson Christian Church?  It is our desire and intention to be driven by the 

purposes and dreams of God.  We exist as a church to serve God's purpose for our lives. 

 

WHERE DOES OUR PURPOSE COME FROM? 

 

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT: 

 Jesus said, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart..soul...mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the 

second is like it:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets hand on these two commandments. "   

            Matthew 22:36-40 

        

THE GREAT COMMISSION: 
 Jesus said, "Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you."  Matthew 28:19-20 

 

We believe that a great commitment to the Great _commission________and the Great ___commandment_____________ will 

grow a great church! 

 

 The great commission gives me my MISSION:  "Go and make disciples." 

 The great commandment calls me to MINISTRY:  "Love your neighbor as yourself." 

 The great commission encourages me to MATURITY:  "Teach them......all things." 

 The great commission invites me to MEMBERSHIP:  "Baptize them." 

 The great commandment requires MAGNIFICATION:  “Love God with all your heart." 

 

GOD CALLS US TO BE MORE THAN CHRISTIANS - HE CALLS US TO BE______disciples________________________. 

 

 The term Christian or Christians is used in __3____________ verses in the Bible. 

 The term Disciple or Disciples is used in __256___________verses in the Bible. 

 

God's purpose for us is to be fully devoted, fully developed disciples of Jesus Christ.  So at Nicholson Christian Church we are 

continually exploring and pursuing the characteristics of the life of a disciple of Jesus.  

 

NCC EXISTS TO HELP PEOPLE BECOME FULLY DEVOTED FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST. 

 

 Jesus said, "Go and make disciples."  Matthew 28:19 

 

A QUALITY LIFE INVOLVES ___participating in______________________________IN GOD'S PURPOSE FOR HIS PEOPLE. 

 

WE ARE CALLING PEOPLE TO THE FIVE COMMITMENTS OF A FULLY DEVOTED DISCIPLE. 

 

1. THE JESUS COMMITMENT 

 

I am committed to ___Jesus_________________________ and ______his church_________________________. 

 

"You are members of God's very own family. . . and you belong in God's household with every other Christian."  Ephesians 2:19 LB 
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"We are all parts of Christ's body, and it takes every one of us to make it complete, for we each have different work to do.  So we 

belong to each other and need all the others."  Romans 12:4-5 LB 

 

2.  THE PERSONAL GROWTH COMMITMENT. 

 

I am committed to the  _______habits______________________________________necessary for spiritual growth.  

 

"Continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."  2 Peter 3:18 

 

"Take time and trouble to keep yourself spiritually fit."  1 Timothy 4:7 

 

3.  THE MINISTRY AND SERVICE COMMITTMENT. 

 

I am committed to discovering and using my God-given gifts and abilities in __sewing__________, God and others. 

 

"God has given each of you some special abilities: be sure to use them to help each other . . ." 1 Peter 4:10 LB 

 

"There are different kinds of service to God . . . together you form the Body of Christ and each one of you is a necessary part of it.” 

            1 Corinthians 12: 5, 27 

 

4.  THE MISSIONS COMMITTMENT.  

 

I am committed to ___sharing___________________the Good News with others. 

 

“. . . you will be my witnesses . . . . to the ends of the earth."  Acts 1:8 GN 

 

"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do it with 

gentleness and respect . . ." 1 Peter 3:15 

 

5.  THE WORSHIP COMMITMENT 

 

I am committed to ___seeing_____________God for He is and ___giving_____________Him what He deserves.  Worship is  

expressing ___love____________________ to God.  

 

"We belong to God, having been purchased by the death of Jesus Christ.  All authority and allegiance belongs to Him.  We are here to 

exalt the Lord God.  Worship the Lord God, and serve Him only."  Matthew 4:10 

 

"The Father seeks worshippers . . . and his Worshippers must worship Him in spirit and in truth."  John 4:23-24 

 

Why Do We Ask For These Commitments? 

 

  WE BECOME WHAT WE ARE ____committed to_________________________________________. 

 

HOW ARE WE TRYING TO STRATEGICALLY PURSUE GOD'S PURPOSE? 

 

WHO ARE WE TRYING TO REACH? 
 

 "For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  Luke 19:10 

 

 "Jesus answered them, 'Healthy people do not need a doctor, but sick people do.  I have not come to ask righteous people to 

change their heart:  I have come to call sinners."  Luke 5:31-32 SEB 
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 "There will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not 

need to repent.”  Luke 15:7 

WE ARE TRYING TO REACH _____people______________________ WHO ARE UNREACHED FOR JESUS! 

 

Our purpose statement declares Nicholson Christian Church exists to help people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.  

The only thing important enough to get Jesus from heaven to earth was people.  God cares about people.  So do we.  Did it ever 

occur to you that the church is the only organization that exists for the sake of people not yet in it! 

 

AT NCC WE HAVE THREE TARGET AUDIENCES: 

 

 1.  WE ARE SEEKER ____sensitive___________________________. 

 

 2.  WE ARE BELIEVER ____targeted__________________________. 

 

 3.  WE ARE PURPOSE _______driven_________________.  

 

REMOVING OBSTACLES FOR PEOPLE 

 

Hundreds of unchurched people were surveyed and asked a simple question.  "Why do you think most people don't go to church?"  

The opinions of the unchurched give tremendous insight to the obstacles we face in helping people discover and enjoy a relationship 

with God and his people.   

 

TOP FIVE REASONS PEOPLE DON'T GO TO CHURCH 

 

 1.  The services and sermons are __boring_____________and don't relate to life. 

 2.  The members are _unfriendly____________to visitors.  It feels like a clique. 

 3.  Most churches are more interested in your ____money_________ than you as a person.  

 4.  There are no quality programs for our ____children______________. 

 5.  Going to church is a __guilt__________   _____trip_________________. 

 

"Be wise in the way you act toward unbelievers . . ."  Colossians 4:5 GN 

 

"Yes, whatever a person is like, I try to find common ground with him so he will let me tell him about Christ and let Christ save him." 

            1 Corinthians 9:22 LB 

 

THE REASONS MOST PEOPLE DON'T GO TO CHURCH ARE 

 

__socialogical__________________NOT ___theological_________________. 

 

 

 

WHAT IS OUR STRATEGIC VISION FOR NICHOLSON CHRISTIAN CHURCH'S FUTURE? 

 

"Where there is no vision the people perish."  Proverbs 29:18 KJV 

 

Without vision nothing very good happens in life.  Where there is no vision for a healthy family, discord and divorce is common.  

Where there is no vision for a debt-free lifestyle, we can be the richest country on planet Earth and yet the one swallowed by the 

most debt.  Where there is no vision for life, people find it hard to get through the day.  That's why God never leaves his people 

without his vision. 

 



Discovering NCC • Enter 101        17 
 

 

 

 

OUR FOUNDING VISION 
 

This is God's dream for NCC.  God is raising up a church that has high impact for Jesus locally, regionally, nationally and globally.  

Nicholson Christian Church is committed to this vision.  By God's grace this is what we will be.  What is God's vision for NCC? 

 

 It is the dream of a life-change church where people experience God and are saved, transformed and involved in a 

step-by-step, measureable process of becoming fully devoted, fully developed disciples of Christ.  

 

 It is the dream of a church where people at every stage of their spiritual investigation and development are 

welcome without question or condescension. 

 

 It is the dream of a balanced church pursuing all the Creator's purposes for his people: 

 

 Strong emphasis on dynamic, supernaturally empowered worship. 

 Strong emphasis on using gifts and abilities in service and ministry. 

 Strong emphasis on evangelism, mission and a spirit of outreach. 

 Strong emphasis on community, meeting real needs and binding up the broken hearted. 

 Strong emphasis on discipleship, personal growth, personal holiness, prayer, spiritual disciplines, 

and accountability. 

 

 It is the dream of a church committed to excellence in all things. 

 

 It is the dream of a cutting edge church with high-tech communication values and methods. 

 

 It is the dream of a loving church with high-touch community values and abundant grace. 

 

 It is the dream of a biblical church with high-truth core values and commitments. 

 

 It is the dream of a contemporary church with relevant, warm, high-energy values. 

 

 It is the dream of a church lead, managed, and administered by a team of godly, full-time and volunteer staff. 

 

 It is the dream of a church with non-sectarian, non-denominational, trans-denomination spirit that builds strategic 

liaisons for the sake of Christ. 

 

 It is the dream of a church that ultimately touches thousands in multi-functional, people-friendly, communication-

oriented facilities.  

  



Discovering NCC • Enter 101        18 
 

OUR ONGOING VISION 
 

Where do we find God's continuing vision for NCC?  We've taken our cues from the first church, the early church described in the 

book of Acts.  From the church in the Bible we get a picture of what the church at its best should look like today.  Here are seven 

high ideals, timeless principles, which shape our ministry.  

 

God is calling NCC to be a dangerous church marked by . . .  

 

No irrelevant teaching.  "They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching."  Acts 2:42 

There are three things you can be sure of about the apostle's teaching.  It was dangerously life changing.  It was culturally 

relevant communication.  It was theologically pure.  At NCC we teach the Bible in relevant, fun, challenging and life 

changing ways.  

 

Doing life together.   "All the believers were together and had everything in common."  Acts 2:44 

 No one stands alone at NCC.  As a church we live in community with one another.  As followers of Christ we realize our need 

 to be linked with other believers in small groups for the purposes of growth, support, accountability and care.  

 

Outrageous generosity.  "They gave to anyone who had need."  Acts 2:45 

 The generosity of the new Christ followers in Acts is so outrageous it is scary.  Once these believers entered a personal 

 relationship with Jesus Christ, they became extremely generous, just like Jesus.  NCC is a group that gives itself away.  We 

 understand that as followers of Jesus we are to be responsible stewards of the resources God gives us.  We recognize that 

 regular financial giving and a willingness to share in ministry with those outside the walls of the local church are the 

 responsibility of every believer.  

 

One church with many locations.  "Every day they continued to meet together."  Acts 2:46 

 NCC is a church with lots of groups meeting in lots of places.  More groups are in our future.   

 

Genuine, unpretentious love.  "They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts."  Acts 2:16 

 In a healthy church the masks come off.  NCC is a people of open, sincere hearts.  No pretense.  No show.  We are real with 

 one another.  We love one another.  This is a community where people are cared for, a big extended family where we take 

 care of one another.  A church can have impressive buildings, lots of real estate, a staff of knowledgeable teachers and 

 leaders, a great band to lead worship and a schedule full of special events, but if it doesn't have love then it just isn't a 

 church.  

 

Continual reproduction.  "The Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved."  Acts 2:47 

 Reproduction is about recognizing the life God has produced in us and then going about reproducing his life in others.  Here 

 at NCC, we want Christ followers reproducing Christ followers; leaders reproducing leaders and churches reproducing 

 churches.  We want to pass along to others what God is doing in us.  

 

A consuming focus.  "They never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ."  Acts 5:42 

 Our focus is Jesus.  We are and always will be a Christ-centered community, a Christian church.  The Christian life begins by 

 entering into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ in which we abandon our own efforts at salvation and trust in God's 

 grace alone, as expressed in the life and death of Jesus Christ.  
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HOW DO WE VISULAIZE OUR STRATEGY? 
 

WHERE ARE YOU? 

Helping People Move From Non-Participation to Full Devotion 

A Strategy Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baseball Diamond Strategy Chart - The Path to Full Devotion 

 

Imagine a baseball diamond.  At first base, our Discovering NCC - Enter 101 class, you'll get the foundation of our discipleship series.  

Then head to second base, Discovering Grow 201, where you'll find the tools to develop a closer relationship with God.  Then third 

base, you'll begin to see how God specifically shaped you for ministry, Discovering Serve 301, will help you discover your life's 

mission of sharing God with the world.  All the while we are experiencing and loving God. 

 

 

 

 

Our Goal is to help our people reach home! 

 

Helping people become fully devoted 

followers of Jesus Christ. 
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FIVE COMMITMENT GROUPS AT NICHOLSON CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 

 

 

 
 

 

1. What are the characteristics of each of the five people groups in our church?  Increasing commitment! 

 

 The community is committed to Nothing__________________________________. 

 The crowd is committed to Church______________________   A  ttendance____________________. 

 The congregation is committed to Membership____________________________. 

 The Committed are committed to Maturity________________________. 

 The Core is committed to Ministry_____________ and Mission________________. 

 

2. Differing ministry plans and strategies are needed to secure commitment from each of these groups.  Different things help 

people move to toward the center. 

3. How do we actually and effectively pastor five different groups in our church? 

 

Our objective at Nicholson Christian Church is to keep people moving toward fully devotion to Jesus Christ.  We want people to 

reach the center of the circles and reach home on the baseball diamond.  Specifically we call people to the five basic spiritual 

commitments that are characteristics of a disciple of Jesus.  
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Part Three 

My Relationship with God's People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Apostle Paul said, 

 

 Let there be real harmony among you so there won't be divisions in the church.  I plead with you to 

be of one mind, united in thought and purpose. 

         1 Corinthians 1:10 New Living Translation 

 

 God is not a God of disorder, but of peace ... Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. 

        1 Corinthians 14:33, 40 New International Version 

 

 "The Church is a people, a community of people. . . " 

         John Stott 
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WHAT DOES MY CHURCH FAMILY GIVE ME? 
 

MY CHURCH GIVES ME THE FIVE EXPERIENCES OF A QUALITY LIFE.  My Church Gives Me . . .  

 

1.  An opportunity to enter________________ a relationship with Jesus and to _share____Jesus with others. 

       Knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior and introducing him to others is at the heart of a quality life now and forever.  It is an 

awesome advantage to be part of a community that knows and shares Jesus.  

 

 "His intent was that through the church the manifold wisdom of God should be made known."  Ephesians 3:10 

 

 "Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  But who can ask him to save them unless they believe in Him?  And how 

can they believe in him if they have never heard about him?  And how can they hear about him unless someone tells him?"  

             Romans 10:13-14 LB 

 

 Because God ___loves______________ people. 

       
                "The Lord ... is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but wants everyone to come to repentance."  2 Peter 3:9 

 

 Because God ___commands______________ us to reach out to people.  

        
               Jesus said, "Go out into the country ... and urge anyone you find to come in, so that my House will be full."  Luke 14:23 LB 

 

 Because ___growth________________ is God's will. 

      
      "Under Christ's control, the whole Body is nourished ... and grows as God wants it to grow."  Colossians 2:19 Good News 

 
      Jesus said, "I will build my church."  Matthew 16:18 

 
We believe our church must grow __larger___________________and __smaller___________ at the same time.  

 
2.  An opportunity to pursue a ___process_______________ of life development and spiritual __growth__________.      

     One of the primary goals of the Church must be the life-transformation of each of its members.  God wants every believer to  

     grow-up and become like Jesus Christ.  

 

 "Let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity."  Hebrews 6:1 

 

 "Grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."  2 Peter 3:18 

 

 "God has given .. some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of ministry, so that the Body of Christ     

                  may be built up until we all ...become mature...like Christ."  Ephesians 4:11-12 

 

 Discovering NCC - Grow 201 -- Getting Connected to Personal Growth Habits. relationship, experiences, information 

 

3.  An opportunity to _connect__________________________with others in authentic biblical community. 

      Life is a group activity.  Small groups nurture love.  By connecting with a small group you commit yourself to maintaining biblically  

      healthy relationships and to being a catalyst in helping others connect in relationships. 

 

 "Think of ways to encourage one another to outbursts of love and good deeds.  And let us not neglect our meeting together, 

 as some people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing 

 near."  Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT 
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4.  An opportunity to __invest________________ my gifts, time and treasure in service to God and people. 

      We serve one another and we serve the world.  The church is commissioned by Christ to extend into the world, to protest evil,  

      and offer compassion.  We are here to demonstrate God's love both in word and in deed. 

      Ministry is meeting needs with ____love_______________.      

 

 "By this shall all men know that you are my disciples - that you have love for one another."  John 13:35 

 See 1 John 3:16-17; Matthew 25:34-40; Hebrews 13:16; Romans 12:13 

 

 "Now God gives us many kinds of special abilities .. and there are different kinds of service to God ... All of you together form  

                 the one Body of Christ and each of you is a separate and necessary part of it. " 1 Corinthians 12: 4-5, 27 LB 

 

 "If there is any kindness I can show, or any good thing I can do to any fellow being, let me do it now, and not deter or neglect  

                 it, as I shall not pass this way again."  William Penn 

 

    At Nicholson Christian Church we believe: 

 

 Every member is a __minister______________. 

 

 Every task is ____important_________________. 

 

 Every member is a "10" in _some area_______. 

 

 Find a need around you and __meet_________  it.  Find a hurt and __heal________ it. 

 

Discovering NCC Serve - 301:  Getting Involved in Personal Service 

 

5.  An opportunity to gratefully ___live______________ my life in love and worship to God. 

       Seeing God for who he is and giving him what he deserves is the daily privilege of forgiven people.  We celebrate and worship 

God in our public and private lives.  Live your life to the full, in love with an awesome God.  

 

6.  An opportunity to share the _____gospel_____________________ through the whole __world______________. 

 

     Discovering NCC Share- 401. 
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HOW DO WE ENDEAVOR TO LIVE TOGETHER? 
 

Beliefs are not worth much unless they are translated into actions.  Christianity is a relationship with God that emphasizes reasons 
rather than a list of rules.  We believe the following practices characterize the follower or DISCIPLE of Jesus.  The goal of a disciple's 
lifestyle is to make Jesus look good! 
 

Devoted to Jesus as Lord and Savior 

"At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord."  Philippians 2:10-11.  The most common and most important title ever given to Jesus is the title Lord.  Jesus gives us 
salvation and in gratitude we give him our loving obedience.  We gladly submit to Jesus.  We present every area of our lives for his 
control.  
 

Intensely Loving 

"My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends."  John 15:12-13.  The follower of Jesus is known for love.  We practice translating God's active, sacrificial love for us into 
active, sacrificial love for the people around us.  We love because we are loved.  
 

Scripture, the Bible, is our Sole Authority 

"The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach us what is true and make us realize what is wrong in 
our lives; it straightens us out and helps us to do what is right."  2 Timothy 3:15.  Since God's Word is the only completely reliable 
and truthful authority, we accept the Bible as our manual for living.  Our first question when faced with a decision is "What does the 
Bible say?"  We practice daily Bible reading, Bible study, and Bible memorization.  The Bible is the basis for all we believe.  

 

Committed to Stewardship of Life 

"A tithe of everything you produce belongs to the Lord: it is holy to the Lord."  Leviticus 26:30.  We practice tithing for the support of 
Christ's Body, the church, as God commands.  We recognize that giving 10% of our income is the Biblical standard of giving.  All our 
treasure, time and talents belong to God.  
 

Inter-dependent, Autonomous Local Church 

"Christ is the head of his Body, the church.  He is the source of the Body's life..." Colossians 1:18 GN.  Christ is the recognized head of 
our church, not any person, group, or religious organization.  While recognizing the value of associating and cooperating with other 
groups of Christians, we believe every local church should be self-governing and independent from any denominational control.  In 
relating to our "daughter churches" that we sponsor, we encourage each congregation to determine its own strategy, structure, and 
style. 
 

Priesthood of Every Believer 

"Christ loves us, and by his death he has freed us from our sins and made us a kingdom of priests to serve God.”  Revelation 1:6 GN.  
"You are ...the King's priests...God's own people, chosen to proclaim the wonderful acts of God." 1 Peter 2:9 GN.  The Bible teaches 
that every Christian is called to "full-time" Christian service, regardless of his or her vocation.  We practice the truth that every 
believer has direct access to God through prayer and Bible reading. 
 

Life in the Spirit 

(Jesus said), "I am the Vine, you are branches.  If you abide in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; but apart from me you can  do 
nothing."  John 15:5.  We believe the only way possible to live the Christian life is by God's power within us.  So we seek to practice a 
daily dependence on God's Spirit to enable us to do what is right. (Philippians 2:13; Ephesians 5:18) 
 

Eager To Tell Others About Christ 

"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have."  1 Peter 3:15.  It is 
the responsibility of every Christian to share the Good News with those God brings us into contact with.  We practice personal 
sharing about Christ and inviting friends to church.  
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WHAT ARE OUR CORE VALUES? 
 

Our core values are deeply held beliefs based on timeless principles.  They shape our ministry and guide our behavior.  Our values 
were developed from our understanding of God's word.  Undoubtedly our values will also be shaped by experience. 

 
WORSHIP 

Inspiring Worship Glorifies God 
 

SERVE 
Serve Others in Love 

 

CONNECT 
Growth Happens Best in Community 

 

GIVE 
God Honors Sacrificial Giving 

 

PRAY 
We Believe in the Power of Prayers 

 

GROW 
God's Word is Essential to Spiritual Growth 

 

REACH 
Lost People Matter to God and Us 

 
 
HOW IS OUR CHURCH STRUCTURED? 
 
The structure of the church should not be determined by culture, business practices, or tradition.  It should have within it the 
characteristics and intentions of God.  At NCC we operate on a simple structure that reflects the nature of the church revealed in the 
Bible.  
 

WHAT IS THE NATURE OF GOD'S CHURCH? 
 

1.  THE CHURCH IS A ___fellowship_________________. 
 
 "They continued steadily learning the teachings of the apostles, and joined the fellowship..."  Acts 2:42 Phillips 
 
 A top priority in a fellowship is __unity___________and ____peace___________________. 
 
 "Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace."  Ephesians 4:3 
 
 "So let us concentrate on the things that make for harmony and the growth of our fellowship together."  Romans 14:19  
 
 ANY attitude that causes disunity is sin. 
 Colossians 2:2, 3:14-15, 23;  1 Corinthians 1:10; 14:33;  2 Timothy 2:23-24;  Proverbs 17:14;  2 Corinthians 13:11;      
 Philippians 1:27;  2:1-3;  4:2;  1 Peter 3:8;  John 13:34, 35;  Romans 15:5-6;  Psalm 133:1 
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GOD'S INTENTION:  A GOOD STRUCTURE PROMOTES UNITY AND DOWNPLAYS ______division_________________. 
  
 "(Often)...your meetings do more harm than good because I hear that when you come together as a church, there are 
 divisions among you."  1Corinthians 11:17, 18 
 
 At Nicholson Christian we try to avoid divisive behaviors like ___gossip_______________________________. 
 
2.  THE CHURCH IS A ____family___________________________. 
 
 "You should be like one big happy family, full of sympathy toward each other, loving one another with tender hearts and 
 humble minds."  1 Peter3:8 LB; Galatians 6:10; Hebrews 2:10-12; 1 Peter 4:17 
 
 SO WE OPERATE ON THE BASIS OF __relationship______________________NOT __rules________________. 
 
 "Don't reprimand a senior member of the church, appeal to him as a father.  Treat the young men as brothers, and the older 
 women as mothers.  Treat the younger women as sisters. “1Timothy 5: 1, 2 Phillips 
 
 "(An Elder/Pastor)....must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect.  If anyone  
 does not know how to manage his family, how can he take care of God's church?"  1 Timothy 3: 4, 5 
 
3.  THE CHURCH IS A ___body_________________________________.    
      1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 5:23; 1:22-23;   Colossians 1:18; 2:19 
 

 We are a BODY, not a business! 
 

 We are an ORGANISM, not an organization! 
 
   THEREFORE, WE FUNCTION ON THE BASIS OF __gifts_____________________  NOT  __elected officer________. 
 
 "Just as each of us had one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we   
 who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We each have different gifts according to the 
 grace given us."  Romans 12: 4-6 
 

 In an organization, "maintenance" becomes the focus. 
 

 But in an organism, "ministry" is the focus.  
 

AT NCC WE KEEP THE STRUCTURE SIMPLE SO THAT WE CAN 

MAXIMIZE ___ministry_____________ AND MINIMIZE _maintenance___________. 

 
 "God gave some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God's people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may 
 be built up."  Ephesians 4:11-12 
 

 The People are the "__ministers____________________." 
 

 The Pastors are the "_administrators_________________." 
 
4.  THE CHURCH IS A ____flock__________________________. 
      (Jesus' favorite description of His Church)  John 10:1-30; Matthew 25:33; 26:31 
 
     THEREFORE IT IS CARED FOR AND LED BY ___shepherds________________________. 
 
 "Jesus asked Simon Peter, 'Do you really love me?' 'Yes Lord,' said Peter.  'Then take care of my sheep."  John 21:16, 17 
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     Three different terms are used in the New Testament to refer to the same leaders in the church. 
 
 * "POIMEN" = __pastor______________ 

 * "PRESBUTEROS" =_elder______________ 

 * "EPISCOPOS" = __bishop/overseer____ 

 
 "To the elders I say...Be shepherds of God's flock serving as overseers..."  1 Peter 5:1-2 
 
 "Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church.  When they arrived he said to them....'Keep watch over yourselves and 
 all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God..."  Acts 20:17-18, 28 

 

WHAT ARE OUR ASSOCIATIONS WITH OTHER BELIEVERS AND CHURCHES? 
 

NCC IS A NONDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH 
 
One thing is for certain in America, you can choose from hundreds of different kinds of churches.  What makes us distinctive is 
that we do not want to be divided from other Christians.  Our goal is unity, not division.  Christianity has suffered long enough 
from the divisions and denominational strife.  We want to be one in Christ.  Therefore we are not part of any particular 
denomination.   
 
NCC is part of the fastest growing church movement in the United States.  It is entirely independent, with no denominational 
hierarchy or headquarters.  Each church is self-governed and determines its own affairs.  There are many thousands of such 
churches in the United States.  
 

 There are about _200______ churches in this fellowship of churches in Cincinnati. 

 There are about _600+___ churches in this fellowship of churches in Kentucky. 

 There are about _7000+___ churches in this group in the United States. 
 

WITH WHOM DO WE ASSOCIATE? 
 
We can and do associate with Christians who have the same biblical beliefs that we do.  Most are other non-denominational 
churches, but we are not limited to that.  In unity with other congregations, we directly support common Kingdom goals.  We want 
to practice healthy interdependence rather than independence. 
 
WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF BEING A NON-DENOMINATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH? 
 

 Our first allegiance is to Jesus not a human organization. 

 You can win people to Christ instead of a denomination. 

 Being a "Christian Only" breaks down barriers for couples where each partner had a different religious background, 

or individuals who have had it with organized religion. 

 You can promote unity in the name of Christ, in the midst of division. 

 You can allow the Bible to speak as your only rule of faith (instead of creeds, extra books, or required classes). 

 You can hold yourself responsible for decisions of outreach and missions (as opposed to someone else making 

those decisions). 

 You can face Christ with a clear conscience you were building His Kingdom and lifting Him up. 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A MEMBER? 
 

IT MEANS REAL EXPECTATIONS 

 
Research conducted by Dr. Thom Rainer indicates, "The average civic organization has quadrupled the expectations of its member 

compared to the average evangelical church."  At Nicholson we believe it is right to have high expectations of one another.  We are 

convinced this honors God and is an essential part of healthy church and a quality life.  What do we expect of one another as 

members? 
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1.  Members at NCC are expected to be disciples of Jesus! 

 The reality of your personal relationship with Jesus is demonstrated by repentance, confession, baptism, and a desire to live 

in a way pleasing to Jesus.  We expect you to love Jesus and to love others. 

 To help you discover and maintain a relationship with Jesus we commit to share the good news of God's grace and be a 

Christ-centered community.  

2.  Members at NCC are expected to grow! 

 Personal growth is demonstrated by consistency in the habits of intimacy with God through prayer, hearing from God 

through his Word, the accountability of a small group, and personal stewardship with the goal of tithing. 

 To help you grow we commit to provide training in the spiritual disciplines, effective modeling, and an environment of joy in 

the Lord. 

3.  Members at NCC are expected to serve others! 

 Discovering and developing your spiritual gifts and using them to serve in a tangible ministry role in the church and/or in 

the community will put the servant spirit of Jesus on display in your life. 

 To help you serve we commit to providing opportunities to discover and develop your gifts, to use them appropriately, and 

to do important work in the church.  

4.  Members at NCC are expected to share Christ! 

 Personal witness is demonstrated by building friendships with lost people, making personal invitations to our events, 

sharing your testimony, and leading people to Jesus.  

 To help you share Christ we commit to have events you can feel good about inviting your friends to attend, to train you in 

how to write a testimony and share your faith in a natural way. 

5.  Members at NCC are expected to worship! 

 Personal worship is demonstrated by faithful attendance and participation at our public services, by personal daily worship 

and by group and private prayer. 

6.  Members at NCC are expected to become a disciple of Jesus Christ! 

 This is a natural consequence of your commitment. 

 

At NCC we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches.  We only expect our members to do what the Bible 

expects every disciple to do.  The difference between attenders and members is easy to understand.  Attenders are often consumers 

while members are committed contributors. 

 

The difference can be summed up in one word: __love______. 

 

WHY DO WE OFFER PARTNERSHIP/MEMBERSHIP? 
 

At NCC we recognize the need for an informal membership to strengthen commitments and to identify those who support and share 

responsibility for our mission. 

 

In the earliest years of the Church, one church was established in each city.  Membership was accomplished by joining a persecuted 

group of people.  You were identified with the "despised" (and sometimes revered) group by baptism, that is being identified with 

Christ.  The Great Commission was your mission.  It was clear:  you suffered as a member with your brothers and sisters; you were in 

covenant with them.  We live in a very different culture now.  So why membership? 

 

 A __Biblical__________________REASON:  Christ is committed to the church. 

 "...Christ loved the church, and He gave up His life for it."  Ephesians 5:25 

 

 A __Connecting_____________________REASON:  It helps us be a biblically functional community. 

We live in an age where very few want to be committed to anything...a job...a marriage...our country.  This attitude has even 

produced a generation of "Church hoppers and shoppers".  Membership swims against the current of America's "consumer religion."  

It is an unselfish decision.  Commitment always builds character and community. 
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 A ____practical_____________________ REASON:  It defines who can be counted on. 

Every team must have a roster.  Every school must have an enrollment.  Every business has a payroll.  Every army has an enlistment.  

Even our country takes a census.  

 

 A ___personal_______________________ REASON:  It produces spiritual growth. 

 The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for Christians to be accountable to each other for spiritual 

growth.  You are not likely to be accountable when you are not committed to any specific church family. 

 

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE? 

 

WHAT WE BELIEVE 
1.  ABOUT GOD 

God is the Creator and Ruler of the Universe.  He has eternally existed in three personalities:  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

These three are co-equal and are one God. 

 

2.  ABOUT CHRIST JESUS 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  He is co-equal with the Father.  Jesus lived a sinless life and offered Himself as the perfect 

sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on a cross.  He arose from the dead after three days, thus demonstrating His power over 

sin and death.  He ascended to Heaven's glory and will return again one day to judge the living and the dead. 

Matthew 1:22,23;  Isaiah 9:6;  John 1: 1-5;  14: 10-30;  Hebrews 4: 14, 15;  1 Corinthians 15: 3,4;  Romans 1: 3,4;  Acts 1:9-11;   

1 Timothy 6: 14, 15; Titus 2:13 

 

3.  ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God.  He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus 

Christ.  He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation in fellowship with us.  He provides those Christians who seek 

Him, the power for living, understanding spiritual truth and guidance in doing what is right. 

2 Corinthians 3:17;  John 16:7-13; 14: 16,17;  Acts 1:8;  1 Corinthians 2:12;  3:16;  Ephesians 1:13;  Galatians 5:25;  Ephesians 5:18;   

2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

4.  ABOUT THE BIBLE 

The Bible is God's Word to us.  It was written by human authors, under t he supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the 

supreme source of truth for a Christian's belief and living.  Because it is inspired by God, it is without error. 

2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 2 Timothy 1:13; Psalms 119:105; 160; Proverbs 30: 5 

 

5.  ABOUT MISSION 

It is the same as precisely stated by Jesus in Matthew 28: 19-20, "making disciples of all nations, baptizing them...and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you."  Our commitment to expand the church is reflected by outreach in every ministry. 

 

1Timothy 4:2; 2 Timothy 2:2; Mathew 28: 19-20 

 

6.  ABOUT MAN 

People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character.  People are the supreme object of God's creation.  

Although people have a tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called "sin".  

This attitude separates people from God.  The influence of sin in this world causes many problems in life.  

 

Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1-2 
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7.  ABOUT SALVATION 

Salvation is God's gift from God to man.  We can never make up for our sin by any amount of good works or self-improvement.  Only 

by trusting in Jesus Christ as God's offer of forgiveness can anyone be saved from sin's penalty, which is separation from God.  When 

we turn from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith we are baptized into Christ and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit as the seal 

of our redemption. 

 

Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8.9; Acts 2:38; John 14:6; 1:12; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26 

 

8.  ABOUT THE CHURCH 

There is only one church in the Bible.  It is of no denomination.  It is Christ's Church and wears His name.  Therefore, we are baptized 

into Christ, and He makes us citizens in the Kingdom of God.  

 

Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 4:4, 5; Acts 4:12; 2:47 

 

9.  ABOUT ETERNITY 

Man was created to exist forever.  He will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or in union with God through forgiveness 

and salvation.  To be eternally separated from God is Hell.  To be eternally with Him is Heaven. 

 

John 3:16; 2:25; 5:11-13; Revelation 20:15; Matthew 25:44-46 

 

10.  ABOUT THE SECOND COMING 

Before Jesus left the earth he promised to return.  Someday that promise will certainly be fulfilled and Jesus will stand on the earth 

once again.  The only reason Jesus has not returned is that He is patient with people and not willing that any should be lost for when 

he returns he comes as King and Judge of the earth.   

 

2Peter 3:1-13; Revelation 22:20 

 

WHAT WE PRACTICE 
"In faith, unity; In opinions, liberty; In all things, love." 

 

IN FAITH, UNITY 

 

 "There is one Body and one Spirit ... there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of us all..." 

            Ephesians 4:4-6 

 

IN OPINIONS, LIBERTY 

 

 "Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters ... Who are you to judge someone else's 

servant?  To his own master he stands or falls... So then each of us will give an account of himself to God... So whatever you believe 

about these things keep between yourself and God."  Romans 14:1, 4, 12, 22 

 

IN ALL THINGS, LOVE 

 

 "If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but also the very secrets of God, and if I have the faith that can move 

mountains - but have not love, I amount to nothing at all."  1 Corinthians 13:2 
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THE NCC MEMBERSHIP COVENANT 
 

 Having trusted and received Jesus as my Savior and Lord and being in agreement with NCC mission and vision I unite with 

Nicholson Christian Church.  Because of my relationship with Jesus and his followers at NCC I commit myself to God and to the 

other members to do the following: 

 

I WILL SHARE THE MISSION OF MY CHURCH 

 

 By inviting people.  Luke 14:23 

 By living as a missionary for Jesus in my world.  Mark 10:45 

 By serving people whenever and wherever I can.  Acts 10:38;  Philippians 2: 5-7 

 By willingly sharing my testimony.  1 Peter 3:15 

 

I WILL SAFEGUARD THE LOVING ATMOSPHERE OF MY CHURCH. 

 

 By acting in love toward others.  1 Peter 3:8 

 By refusing to gossip.  Ephesians 4:29 

 By becoming part of a small group.  Acts 2:42-47 

 By following the leadership.  Hebrews 13:17 

 

I WILL ACT RESPONSIBLY FOR MY CHURCH. 

  

 By discovering and using my gifts and talents.  1 Peter 4:10 

 By participating faithfully with others.  Hebrews 10:25 

 By tithing and giving generously through NCC.  1 Corinthians 12:2a;  Leviticus 27:30 

 

I WILL SUPPORT THE HEALTH OF MY CHURCH. 

 

 By praying for its blessing, health and growth.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 By developing my own spiritual passion.  2 Timothy 1:6 

 By living a life that honors Jesus and makes Him look good.  Philippians 1:27a 

 

 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 

 


